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DIRECTORATE FOR QUALITY AND STANDARDS IN EDUCATION           

Department of Curriculum Management  

Educational Assessment Unit  
 

Annual Examinations 2017  
 

YEAR 8 ETHICS Marking Scheme  
 

For teacher’s use 

Project 

30% 

Reflective Journal 

30 % 

Written 

40 % 

Total 

100 % 

    

 
 

Assessment Criteria for Project: 

 

1 Content Knowledge  

 Uses information correctly 1 

 Discusses the information used 2 

   

2 Understanding of Ethical Issues  

 Recognises basic ethical issues 2 

 Makes an effort at analysing ethical issues 2 

   

3 Application of Ethical Issues  

 Applies ethical perspectives to the topic in question 3 

                                                                                                          Total marks 10 

 

Guidelines: At least 6 pages should be used from the project book.  

One expects around three pages of write-up, while the rest can include pictures, posters, 

material from the internet, and so on. 

It is explained to the students that ‘copy and paste’ is not acceptable – and that the write-up has 

to be in their own words, written in Maltese or English.  

Assessment Criteria  for Journal 

The Reflective Journal Writing requires students to write fortnightly entries of 120 words per 

entry. Each entry is to be based on course content, reflecting the student’s critical and analytical 

way of thinking about the content. The journal could include photos/drawings, quotes and 

extracts from books or journals. Students are expected to write structured reflective writing 

basically broken down into three parts: description (What is being examined), interpretation 

(What is most important/interesting/useful/relevant about the subject or idea), and outcome 

(What have I learned? What does this mean for my future?)  
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The fundamental questions that the teacher will be considering when assessing the work of 

students are:  

1. How does the journal demonstrate that the student has acquired the knowledge,  

 understanding and skills of the learning outcomes?  

2. Does the journal show progression and development throughout the entries? 
 

 

 

 

 

The criteria against which the work will be marked fall into the following categories:  

 

Presentation  Criteria Marks 

 1. An entry to the journal was made every fortnight 

 (5 entries). 

1 

2. Each journal entry is approximately 120 words in length.  1 

3. The journal entries follow the format, addressing the 3 

steps.  
1 

4. The journal is well organized. 1 

Description 5. The description is clear and concise.  1 

 6. There is an analysis of the subject matter/experience/issue 

that shows the ability to think critically and ask good 

questions.  

1 

Outcome 7. The outcome indicates new perspectives, thoughts or 

actions for the future.   
2 

8. The writing shows how the learning is affecting him/her as 

a moral person.  
2 

                                                                               Total marks 10 

 

(Adapted from the Common Awards Assessment Guidelines, Reflective Learning Journals, 

University of Durham) 

 

1. Fill in the blanks with the following words.  

The first one is an example.                                                            (1 mark x 5 = 5 marks) 

                                          

i) right ii) choose iii) dependent iv) absolute v) object vi) obligations 

 

2. Look at the pictures. Write an unintended consequence that could happen.             

The first one is an example.                                                            (1 mark x 5 = 5 marks) 

 

Award marks for the answers which you think show that the student understands the moral 

implications of unforeseeable consequences. 

 

3. Write a sentence to explain these phrases.  

The first one is an example.                                                         (2 marks x 5 = 10 marks)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The student can either give a definition of the phrases or else write a sentence to draw out 

the meaning, as in the example given. As long as the student gives a clear explanation, 

accept the answers. 
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4. Answer the questions.                                                                                         (10 marks) 

 

Situation 1 
 

i. Bettina could meet friends at a youth club for a few hours. This is a good choice. 

                                                                                                                            (1 mark) 

 

ii. It is a good choice because at the youth club there would be only people of her own 

age. It is a safe environment and there would be adults supervising the young people. 

                                                                                                                          (2 marks) 

iii.  Sabrina could make new friends at the youth club.                                           (1 mark) 

Her parents would not be worried because they know she is in a safe place.    (1 mark) 

Award marks for the answers which you think show that the student understands the moral 

implications of choices and the consequences that follow. 

 

Situation 2 

 

i. To do the duties assigned to him.                                                                 (1 mark) 

To obey the orders of the scout leader.                                                         (1 mark) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ii. It is important to have rules in place because one had to think of the safety of all 

the members of the group. Secondly when living with a group of people one must 

show respect to the members of the group and one way of doing so is by following 

the rules to make sure the rights of all members are being observed.        (3 marks) 

 

These answers are just examples. Award marks for the answers which you think show that 

the student understands the importance of rules in our daily life. 

 
4. Explain the difference between religious morality and secular morality. Give 

examples from everyday life to support the explanation. Write around 120 words.    

                                                                                                                                    (10 marks) 
 

 Criteria Marks 

Knowledge The student can identify the  difference between religious 

and secular morality.  

 

3 

Understanding 

and 

Application 

The student can give examples to show understanding of 

the differences between religious and secular morality.  

 

 

 

5 

Analysis The student can argue that for one to be a moral person 

one does not need to follow a particular religion. 

 

2 

 Total Marks  10 

   
 


